
WORLDLAGOS: Nigeria's president is expressing sadness over a
"gruesome vehicle accident" in which 21 people, most of
them young school children, were killed.
The accident occurred Wednesday in Awgu, Enugu state,
when a truck lost control and hit a school bus conveying

61 children. A teacher also was among the dead.
President Muhammadu Buhari asked vehicle owners to
ensure roadworthiness, "as initial reports attributed the
accident to brake failure by the truck involved." 

—AGENCIES

Nigeria: Truck, school bus collision kills 21 9
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• Head of church in Montenegro dies from COVID 

• 11 courts sealed in Pak after COVID-19 outbreak

• Social-distancing measures relaxed in Hong Kong 

• Russia reports over 18,000 new virus cases

• Japan crosses 100,000 cases

• NYC hospitals prepare for virus resurgence

• Empty Parisian sidewalks as France enters first 

day of lockdownDA
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Calls President’s rallies ‘super-spreader events’
LALIT K JHA / Washington

The election rallies of  Donald
Trump are "super-spreader
events", Democratic presiden-
tial nominee Joe Biden has al-
leged and questioned the US
president's efforts in address-
ing the challenges posed by the
coronavirus pandemic.

The raging coronavirus out-
break has become a key issue
in the November 3 presidential
election between 74-year-old
Trump, a Republican, and 77-
year-old Biden, a former US

vice president. The US
has so far recorded

8,945,891
COVID-19 cas-

es and
228,668
deaths --
both the
numbers
highest
in the
world.

"Don-
ald

Trump
just had a

super-
spreader

event here

again. They are spending more
than just coronavirus; he is
spreading division and dis-
cord," Biden, 77, said at a drive-
in election rally in Tampa,
hours after the president and
First Lady Melania Trump ad-
dressed a huge crowd in the
city in Florida, a battleground
state.

Thousands of  people, many
of  them without masks, crowd-
ed together at an outdoor event
in Tampa on Thursday to hear
Trump at the rally.

"Donald Trump has given up
(fight against coronavirus),"
Biden alleged. "Over the week-
end, the White House Chief  of
Staff  said, and I am quoting,
'we are not going to control the
pandemic'. It's obvious he's
not," he said, referring to a re-
cent interview of  White House
chief  of  staff  Mark Meadows.

Meadows, in an interview to
CNN's "State of  the Union", on
Sunday said, "We are not going
to control the pandemic," argu-
ing that "proper mitigation fac-
tors" like therapies and vac-
cines should be the priority.

Meadows said control of the
virus was not a realistic goal
because "it is a contagious

virus just like the flu".
Biden alleged that the Trump

administration has waived the
white flag of  defeat against the
deadly virus.

"At the (presidential) debate
last week with Trump, he said
we are rounding the corner, it's
going away, we are ready to live
with it...He's asking us to learn
to die with it; that's what is hap-
pening. Donald Trump has
waved the white flag, aban-
doned our families and surren-
dered to this virus," Biden said.

However, Americans will
never give in to the virus, he
said, asserting that if  voted to
power, he will put in plan a
place to deal with this pandem-
ic responsibly, bringing the
country together on testing,
tracing, masking and meeting
doctors.

Referring to Dr Anthony Fau-
ci, the government's top infec-
tious disease specialist, Biden
underlined that the health ex-
pert has said that "if  we just
wore a mask between now and
the end of  the year, we would
save 100,000 lives". "But still,
Donald Trump refuses to listen
to science." "We shouldn't be
politicising the race for a vac-

cine; we should be planning for
its safe use and free and equi-
table distribution, providing
PPE for national standards for
schools, businesses to open
safely," Biden said.

The former US vice president
alleged that President Trump
has squandered the "strong
economy" which he had inher-
ited from the Obama-Biden ad-
ministration.

Biden said if  elected, he will
build back the US better with
an economy that rewards work
and not wealth.

"We can do it without raising
taxes by a single solitary pen-
ny on working-class or middle-
class families, and I guarantee
you...no one making less than
USD 400,000 will pay a single
penny more in taxes, not a pen-
ny," he said.

Biden said his administra-
tion will also strengthen Oba-
macare. "We are going to pro-
tect social security and
medicare, which they have
been trying to cut for years," he
said before wrapping up his
speech at the Florida State
Fairgrounds after a brief
shower turned into a torren-
tial downpour.

“Donald
Trump has given
up (fight against

coronavirus),” Biden
alleged. "Over the weekend,

the White House Chief of
Staff said, and I am quoting,

‘we are not going to
control the pandemic’.

It's obvious he's
not," he said

France attack: All eyes on new suspect
AGENCIES / Nice

A new suspect is in custody
Friday in the investigation
into a gruesome attack by a
Tunisian man who killed
three people in a French
church, as France height-
ened its security alert amid
religious and geopolitical
tensions around cartoons of
the Prophet Muhammad.

The suspect is a 47-year-old
man believed to have been in
contact with the attacker the
night before the attack on
the Notre Dame Basilica in
the Riviera city of Nice, ac-
cording to a judicial official.
The official was not author-
ized to be publicly named.

The attacker, Ibrahim Is-
saoui, was seriously wound-
ed by police and hospitalized
in life-threatening condition,
authorities said. Anti-terror-
ism prosecutors in France
and Tunisia are investigat-
ing.

In an interview broadcast
Friday with Saudi-owned Al-
Arabiya TV, Issaoui's mother
said she was shocked by the
events.

From the Tunisian
province of  Sfax, the mother,
her eyes wet with tears, said
she was surprised to hear
her son was in France when
he called upon his arrival
and had no idea what he was

planning.
"You don't know the French

language, you don't know
anyone there, you're going to
live alone there, why, why did
you go there?" she said she
told him over the phone at
the time.

His brother told Al-Ara-
biya that Issaoui had in-
formed the family he would
sleep in front of  the church,

and sent them a photograph
showing him at the cathe-
dral where the attack took
place.

"He didn't tell me any-
thing," he said. A neighbor
said he knew the assailant
when he was a mechanic and
held various other odd jobs,
and had shown no signs of
radicalisation.

France's anti-terrorism

prosecutor said the suspect
is a Tunisian born in 1999
who reached the Italian is-
land of  Lampedusa, a key
landing point for migrants
crossing in boats from North
Africa, on Sept. 20 and trav-
eled to Bari, a port city in
southern Italy, on Oct 9. It is
not clear when he arrived in
Nice.

The attack was the third in
less than two months that
French authorities have at-
tributed to Muslim extrem-
ists, including the beheading
of a teacher who had shown
caricatures of the Prophet
Muhammad in class after
the images were re-pub-
lished by satirical newspa-
per Charlie Hebdo.

President Emmanuel
Macron said he would imme-
diately increase the number
of  soldiers deployed to pro-
tect schools and religious
sites from around 3,000 to
7,000.

Mother of Nice assailant
Brahim Aouissaoui, who killed

three people and wounded
several in the French city of

Nice, cries at her home.

Chaos in Poland over abortion ban
AGENCIES / Warsaw

Women's rights organisers
are preparing for what they
say will be the largest
protest so far in over a week
of  mass nationwide street
demonstrations in Poland
triggered by a court ruling
banning abortions of  con-
genitally damaged fetuses.

The march is planned for
Friday evening in Warsaw,
the capital, in defiance of
government appeals that
people stay home due to
skyrocketing coronavirus
infections. Poland hit new
records of  over 20,000 new

COVID-19 cases and 301
deaths on Thursday.

The national public prose-
cutor has vowed to file
criminal charges against
organizers of  the protests
for "causing an epidemio-
logical threat," a charge
that could carry a prison
sentence of  up to eight
years.

The news portal Onet re-
ported Friday that War-
saw's district court was
preparing to handle a large
number of  cases.

The past week of  social
upheaval followed a ruling
last week by the constitu-

tional court, which ruled
that abortion in the cases of
severe fetal deformities is
unconstitutional.

Poland already had one of
Europe's most restrictive
laws, which was forged in
1993 between the political
and Catholic church lead-
ers of  the time. It allowed
abortion only in the cases of
fetal defects, risk to the
woman's health and incest
or rape.

Last week's constitutional
court ruling leaves only the
woman's health or pregnan-
cy resulting from crimes as
legal reasons for abortion.

TAIWAN MILITARY WEDDING:
For first time, gay

couples tie the knot
AGENCIES

Taoyuan

Two lesbian couples tied the
knot in a mass wedding held
by Taiwan's military on Fri-
day in a historic celebration
with their peers.

Taiwan is the only place in
Asia to have legalised same-
sex marriage, with more
than 4,000 such couples mar-
rying since the legislation
passed in May 2019. The
mass wedding with 188 cou-
ples was the first time same-
sex couples have been wed
and celebrated at a military
ceremony.

Both couples viewed their
ceremonies with a sense of
responsibility towards rep-
resenting the LGBT commu-
nity.

"We are hoping that more
LGBT people in the military
can bravely stand up, be-
cause our military is very

open-minded. In matters of
love, everyone will be treated
equally," said Chen Ying-
hsuan, 27, an army lieu-
tenant who married Li Li-
chen, 26.

Chen wore a rainbow
wristband and said she has
always been open about her
sexual orientation while
serving.

The ceremony at an army
base in the northern city of
Taoyuan was brief. The cou-
ples took part in a parade
and then exchanged rings in
front of  an audience of  fam-
ily members and their sen-
ior officers.

Yumi Meng, 37, and her
wife, army Maj. Wang Yi, 36,
wiped back tears as they ex-
changed rings. Meng wore
sneakers under her wedding
dress, while Wang wore her
officer's uniform. They each
carried a pride flag through-
out the ceremony.

ZEYNEP BILGINSOY AND ELENA
BECATOROS

Istanbul

A strong earthquake struck
on Friday in the Aegean Sea
between the Turkish coast
and the Greek island of
Samos, collapsing buildings
in the city of  Izmir in west-
ern Turkey, and officials
said at least six people were
killed and scores were in-
jured.

A small tsunami struck the
Seferisar district of  Izmir,
said Haluk Ozener, director
of  the Istanbul-based
Kandilli Observatory and
Earthquake Research Insti-
tute. At least four people
were slightly injured on
Samos, where a tsunami
warning was issued.

Six people were killed in
Izmir, Turkey's third-largest
city, including one who
drowned, and 202 were in-
jured, according to Turkey's
Disaster and Emergency
Management Presidency, or
AFAD.

Izmir Gov. Yavuz Selim
Kosger said at least 70 people
had been rescued from the
wreckage. He said four
buildings were destroyed
and more than 10 collapsed.

Strong quake 
strikes Turkey,
Greece, 6 dead

Turkey dilemma for Thanksgiving this year
DEE-ANN DURBIN / New York

For the turkey industry,
this Thanksgiving is a
guessing game.

Millions of  Americans
are expected to have scaled-
down celebrations amid the
pandemic, heeding official
warnings against travel
and large indoor gather-
ings. That leaves anxious
turkey farmers and grocers
scrambling to predict what
people will want on their
holiday tables.

Kroger - the nation's
largest grocery chain - said

its research shows 43% of
shoppers plan to celebrate
Thanksgiving only with
those in their immediate
household. It has pur-
chased more turkeys than
usual - in all sizes - but it's
also predicting an increase
in demand for alternatives,
including ham, pork roast
and seafood. Kroger also ex-
pects to see more demand
for plant-based meats, like a
vegan roast stuffed with
mushrooms and squash.

Walmart says it will still
carry plenty of  whole
turkeys, but it will also have

30% more turkey breasts in
its stores to accommodate
shoppers who don't want to
cook a whole bird.

It's not always easy to piv-
ot. Angela Wilson, the own-
er of  Avedano's Holly Park
Market in San Francisco,
ordered turkeys last year
for this Thanksgiving. She
can't cancel the order, so
they're still coming in.

But Wilson said this
Thanksgiving might be
busier than in the past,
since customers who usual-
ly go out of  town will be
staying home. 

Muted ‘Day of the Dead’ in Mexico
MEXICO CITY: Mexico's Day of  the Dead
celebration this weekend won't be the
same in a year so marked by death, in a
country where more than 90,000 people
have died of  COVID-19.

Many of  those had to be cremated rather
than buried, and even for those with grave-
sides to visit, the pandemic has forced au-
thorities in most parts of  Mexico to close
cemeteries to prevent the traditional Nov.
1-2 observances when entire families clean

and decorate tombs, cover them with orange
marigolds, light candles and chat with their
deceased relatives, perhaps over a glass of
their favourite beverage.

Kiwis vote yes for euthanasia
NICK PERRY

Wellington

New Zealanders have voted in
favour of  legalising euthana-
sia in a binding referendum.
But in preliminary results
they were rejecting a measure
to legalize marijuana.

With about 83% of  votes
counted, New Zealanders em-
phatically endorsed the eu-
thanasia measure with 65%
voting in favour and 34% vot-
ing against.

The "no" vote on marijuana
was much closer, with 53%
voting against legalising it

and 46% voting in favour. That
left open a slight chance the
measure could still pass once
all special votes were counted
next week, although it would
require a huge swing.

In past elections, special
votes - which include those
cast by overseas voters - have
tended to be more liberal than
general votes, giving propo-
nents of  marijuana legaliza-
tion some hope the measure
could still pass.

The euthanasia measure,
which would also allow assist-
ed suicide, would apply to peo-
ple who have terminal illness-

es, are likely to die within six
months, and are enduring "un-
bearable" suffering. Other
countries that allow some
form of  euthanasia include
The Netherlands, Luxem-
bourg, Canada, Belgium and
Colombia.

The marijuana measure
would allow people to buy up
to 14 grams (0.5 ounce) a day
and grow two plants. Other
countries that have legalised
or decriminalised recreation-
al marijuana include Canada,
South Africa, Uruguay, Geor-
gia plus a number of  US
states.
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FPJ NEWS SERVICE
Brussels (Belgium)

Arsenal cruised to a comfort-
able victory, winning their
second Group B game, in the
Europa League. A resilient
Dundalk stuck to their game
plan, and the match re-
mained goalless until the
42nd minute when Eddie
Nketiah opened the flood-
gates. Joe Willock's cool fin-
ish two minutes later was fol-
lowed by Nicolas Pépé’s
curler 60 seconds after the
break to secure Mikel Arte-
ta's side all three points. 

"I was composed and I fin-
ished it well. I love playing
for this team and whenever
my opportunity comes I want

to take it like I did today," said
Joe Willock,  the Arsenal
midfielder: 

"Blame me because I am the
boss and it is my responsibil-
ity who plays. I am the one to
blame. I'm also learning
every day. The performance
was poor and the result is
poor," said José Mourinho,
Tottenham manager:

A listless Tottenham came
up short in Belgium as a Ben
Davies mistake invited
Antwerp to score the winner.
The left-back conceded pos-
session to Dieumerci
Mbokani, who set up Lior Re-
faelov to score the only goal
of  the night after 29 minutes.
José Mourinho reshuffled at
the break, but even Harry

Kane’s arrival from the
bench did not restore their
mojo.

Manager José Mourinho

retained only two players in
the starting lineup from the
squad that beat Burnley 1-0
in the Premier League on

Monday. However, his lineup
failed to impress and Mour-
inho made four substitutions
at halftime in an attempt to
turn things around. He didn't
wait much longer before re-
placing Bale with striker
Harry Kane in the 58th, but
Spurs never created serious
chances to score an equaliser.

In the other match, The
French side recovered from
2-0 down to take a share of
the points. Mohamed Ely-
ounoussi's fine double put
Celtic in the ascendancy, and
the hosts suffered a further
blow when Scott Bain saved
Jonathan David's weak
penalty. However, goals from
Mehmet Zeki Çelik and
Jonathan Ikoné helped LOSC

stay unbeaten this season,
and in the end Celtic were
hanging on.

Milan on Thursday easily
overcame a missed penalty
by Zlatan Ibrahimovic to re-
main unbeaten in 23 games
in all competitions, dating
back to least season.

Tottenham saw its 10-match
unbeaten run end, despite
having Gareth Bale in the
starting lineup for a second
straight time in the competi-
tion. Fellow Premier League
clubs captured their second
straight win. Leicester beat
AEK Athens 2-1 away while
Arsenal scored three goals in
a four-minute span either
side of  halftime in a 3-0 victo-
ry over Irish club Dundalk.

Gunners win, Spurs stunned

Arsenal players celebrate after the match

THIS DAY, THAT YEAR

WHAT’S
10.10: Women BBL; Heat vs Hurricanes; Sony Six
13.35: Women BBL; Sixers vs Stars; Sony Six
14.00: Dream11; IPL; Pre Show; Star Sports 1
15.20: Dream11; IPL; Select Dugout; Star Sports Select 1
15.30: Dream11; IPL; DC v MI; Star Sports 1
16.30: Swimming League; Eurosport 
16.25: F1; Practice 1; Star Sports Select 2
18.00: PL; Sheffield U v Man City; Star Sports Select 2
18.00: The Perfect Serve; Sony Six
18.25: F1; Emirates - Imola; Qly; Star Sports 2
18.30: ATP 500; Erste Bank Open; Sfs; Sony Six
18.30: La Vuelta 2020; Stage 11; Eurosport
18.50: Dream11; IPL; Pre Show; Star Sports 1
19.20: Dream11; IPL; Select Dugout; Star Sports Select 1
19.30: Serie A; Crotone vs Atalanta; Sony Ten 2
19.30: Dream11; IPL; RCB v SRH; Star Sports 1
20.30: PL; Burney v Chelsea; Star Sports Select 2
21.45: PGA Tour; Bermuda Championship; Eurosport
22.30: Serie A; Inter Milan vs Parma; Sony Ten 2
23.00: PL; Liverpool v West Ham; Star Sports Select 2
01.15: Serie A; Bologna vs Cagliari; Sony Six
04.50: Women; BBL; Thunder vs Heat; Sony Six

The first World Cup hat-trick.
Chetan Sharma bowled Ken

Rutherford, Ian Smith and Ewen Chatfield with
the last three balls of his sixth over as India
hammered New Zealand by nine wickets in
Nagpur. In order to top the group ahead of Australia and secure a
home semi-final, India had to reach their target of 222 in 42.2 overs.
They did so in 32.1, courtesy of what the Wisden Almanack described
as "batting of breathtaking brilliance". Kris Srikkanth smashed 75 off
58 balls, but the surprise package was at the other end, where Sunil
Gavaskar matched him stroke for stroke, thrashing his only one-day
hundred in 108 appearances, off just 85 balls.

1987:

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
Gurugram

Incumbent Adille Sumari-
walla will be unanimously
elected as Athletics Federa-
tion of  India (AFI) president
for a third term while for-
mer long jumper Anju Bob-
by George will be made sen-
ior vice-president during its
Annual General Body Meet-
ing here on Saturday.

Ravinder Chaudhary, who
has served AFI for a long
time in various capacities,
will be elected unopposed as
the secretary. There will be
no contest for other posts
also as there are only one
candidate for all of  them.

Sandeep Mehta, who had

filed nominations for the
secretary's post, had with-
drawn from the contest. He
will now be the senior joint
secretary.

Madhukant Pathak will be
elected unopposed as treas-
urer. The AGM also will
elect five joint secretaries
and eight executive commit-
tee members without con-
test.

For the legendary Anju,
the lone Indian to win a
medal in the World Champi-
onships (a bronze in 2003), it
will be her highest post in
the AFI Executive Commit-
tee. She was in the executive
committee of  last term by
virtue of  being a member of
the Athletes' Commission.

Sumariwalla to be elected
AFI chief yet another term
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ATK Mohun Bagan will face
Kerala Blasters in the open-
ing match of  this year's Indi-
an Super League on Novem-
ber 20 as the high-profile
event, to be played behind
closed doors, unveiled just
the first leg fixtures on Fri-
day due to the uncertainty
caused by the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

ATK clinched the title last
season after beating Chen-
naiyin FC in the final though
FC Goa won the league phase
shield to grab the AFC
Champions League spot.
ATK have since merged with
I-League champions Mohun
Bagan and they will play as
one club.

The ISL organisers re-
leased the fixtures of  only
the first half  of  the 11-team
league. The schedule covers
matches to be played till Jan-
uary 11, 2011. The remaining
fixtures will be released later.

The much-anticipated first
clash between Kolkata sides
ATK Mohun Bagan and SC
East Bengal will be played at
Tilak Maidan Stadium at
Vasco on November 27.

Following a buy-out of  ma-
jority stake by Kolkata-based
Shree Cements, former I-

League giants East Bengal
have now become SC East
Bengal and they are making
their first foray in the ISL.

Home side FC Goa play
their first match against for-
mer champions Bengaluru
FC on November 22 at Fator-
da here.

This year's ISL is being
staged entirely in Goa be-
hind closed doors in three
venues due to the raging pan-
demic.

Earlier this month, seven
players and an assistant
coach of  NorthEast United,
Khalid Jamil, tested positive
for COVID-19 after arriving
in Goa.

All the players and officials
of  each team are staying at
separate hotels which are
bio-secure bubbles. The play-
ers and officials are mandat-
ed to have Aarogya Setu app
and ISL Health App through
which contact tracing can be
done in case there is any pos-
itive case.

If  any player or official
tests positive, he will have to
be quarantined immediately
and will need to have three
negative results in seven
days to be able to join back.

Before their arrival in Goa,
all teams were required to
have three negative test re-
sults.

Bagan face Blasters in
ISL opener on Nov 20 ASSOCIATED PRESS

Rome

The high-altitude training
camp in the Alps was sup-
posed to represent ideal
preparation for the Tokyo
Olympics.

Instead, a large portion of
the Italian swimming team -
13 elite athletes - has been
locked in their tiny hotel
rooms for nearly two weeks
with the coronavirus.

Meals are left on trays out-
side their doors and the ath-
letes are not permitted to
leave.

"I don't know exactly what
prisoners' lives are like but
we are confined," Gabriele
Detti, a gold-medal con-
tender in both the 400- and
800-meter freestyle, said in a
telephone interview with
The Associated Press.

"It's a bit like home arrest."
Italian swimmers have

been traveling to Livigno,
which is located near the
Swiss border at an altitude of
nearly 2,000 meters (6,000
feet), for years in order to ac-
quire a performance boost
for their muscles through the
addition of  more red blood
cells.

Now, though, the question
is what effect remaining vir-
tually immobile for so long at
high altitude will have on
their fine-tuned bodies.

"I'm afraid that everyone
could lose muscle mass," said

Stefano Morini, one of  three
of  the team's staff  members
to also test positive and be
put in quarantine.

"When we restart we'll have
to start all over like it's an en-
tirely new season."

The hotel rooms are so
small that the most the ath-
letes can do is some basic
floor exercises.

"If  we put an exercise bike
inside then we would have to
get out just to make room,"
said Morini, who is also Det-
ti's uncle.

"We gave them some exer-
cises to do and some of  the
athletes have told us they are
doing them. But we can't go
in to check. I have to talk to

them by phone."
Simona Quadarella, a

world champion like Detti, is
also among those isolated in-
side the Hotel Primola.

The others are: Federico
Burdisso, Martina Rita
Caramignoli, Marco De Tul-
lio, Stefano Di Cola, Sara
Gailli, Edoardo Giorgetti,
Matteo Lamberti, Alessio
Proietti Colonna and Mattia
Zuin. Simone Sabbioni and
Alice Mizzau, two more Ital-
ian swimmers from a differ-
ent club, are quarantined in
another hotel.

All of  the swimmers tested
negative when the training
camp began Oct. 11. Then
Sabbioni and Mizzau started

feeling sick and Giorgetti
came down with a bad case of
diarrhea, so new tests were
ordered for the entire team.

All of  the swimmers tested
positive again in the latest
round of  tests on Thursday,
although they are now all
asymptomatic.

Olympic champion Federi-
ca Pellegrini, who was not in
Livigno, also had the virus
for two weeks before finally
testing negative Thursday.

"It's part of  the game," Det-
ti said.

"So many people are getting
it, it's almost more of  a sur-
prise not to get it."

Italy hit another record of
confirmed new cases of
COVID-19 on Thursday, ap-
proaching 27,000, a jump of
nearly 2,000 in one day. The
first Western country en-
gulfed by the pandemic,
Italy's death toll of  37,700 re-
mains second in Europe be-
hind Britain.

"Fortunately I'm feeling
fine and I don't have any
symptoms. But it's starting to
drag on," Detti said.

"On the other hand, it's the
right thing to do, because we
present a danger to the
healthy people outside."

The problem is that the
clock is ticking for the Tokyo
Games, which were already
postponed by a year because
of  the pandemic and are now
scheduled to start July 23,
2021.

Italian swimmers locked up in Alpine resort

File picture of Italian swimmer Simona Quadarella 
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